
District Governor's Message
Hi Friends in Toastmasters,

The DPRO and his dedicated team are doing a great job. The first issue of the district newsletter, 
Courage 51 was well received and this second issue is filled with a lot of useful information for all our 
members in District 51. The district website continues to receive a lot of hits. District 51 has received a 
lot of media publicity via RTM, NTV 7, major press release and radio publicity. All these PR activities 
are helping the district in promoting Toastmasters effectively in Malaysia, Indonesia and Brunei . Well 
done PR team.
 
MID TERM RESULTS
We are at mid term and our district is doing very well. Our current membership strength is at 7,200 members. 12 new clubs 
have been chartered and another 10 new clubs are in the pipeline to be chartered by January 2009. We do have a few clubs 
that have not submitted their October membership payments and this is affecting the progress of our district. Every effort is 

taken to encourage these clubs to pay up their October 08 dues soon so that the district performance will not be affected.
 
BALI CONVENTION - November 08
The Bail convention was a tremendous success despite facing so many “external” challenges. The infamous Bali night club bombers were executed, 7 
days before our convention started. This resulted in some of our members pushing the “panic” button and started to doubt if the Bali convention will 
actually carry on. I received a minimum of 10 calls daily questioning on the Bali convention hotel safety matters. We managed to inform the Bali police 
and the hotel to increase their security efforts. Majority of our members took the calculated risk and attended the convention. They did not regret their 
decision. The Bali convention touched many people's lives in many different ways and many of our members returned home satisfied. The Bali 
convention accounts were closed promptly and the district would like to THANK the small convention team (3 Toastmasters clubs in Bali), for putting up 
a great show for our members. Well done, Bali convention team.

New Year 2009
As we move into the New Year, there are many uncertainties and challenges in the world. Despite all the uncertainties and challenges, one organization 
remains permanent and sure of its directions. That is Toastmasters International (TI). TI will continue to promote good communication and leadership 
skills to all its members. This program continues to be the most affordable “learning by doing” program available in the market today. 
 
Moving forward courageously
At the beginning of the term, we set a district target of 8,000 members and 250 clubs reaching the minimum distinguished club status. With all our 14 
divisions contributing significantly on their respective divisions, the district will reach the targets it has set. Our members will benefit from the success of 
our district. Our focus will continue to be, serving our members courageously to achieve their communication and leadership goals.
 
I wish all of you a rewarding year in 2009.
 
The courage to conquer!

Joseph Gomez, DTM
District 51 Governor
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