
Hi Friends in Toastmasters,
As I pen down a few words on our first issue of newsletter "Courage 51", I have 2 kinds of 
feeling with me:-

1) A feeling of satisfaction, because the month of July was a month full of activity       
and excitement. Toastmasters Leadership Institute training was conducted         
throughout the 14 divisions in District 51, a good amount of administrative              
matters with Toastmasters World Headquarters was done and I have met                 
many friends in Toastmasters.

2) And a feeling of worry and the need to get "the courage to conquer" this worry.         
Worried because one month has passed and I have 11 months more to be a good District            
Governor to all our 7037 members. 

Something new, is cooking in District 51
1) We have created a new portfolio in our district, the new club mentors chairman. We have spoken to DTM Ramdas               

Nayar to head this new portfolio. His immediate task will be to ensure that all new clubs chartered are well taken care            
of by their respective mentors. 

2) We have almost completed the rewards listing for all our members. You will see some new awards in order to                     
motivate and encourage our members more. You will notice that we will recognize the club coach for all the weak             
clubs in our district. We currently have 59 clubs in the club coach category and we have taken immediate steps to             
improve this situation.

3) As for Toastmasters Leadership Training (TLI), we managed to get a good number of the new area governors to             
conduct this training for the club officers. Many new area governors did extremely well and we were very proud of         
them. In implementing this new way of training, we got the area governors more equipped in the club matters.

 
District 51 - "The Courage to Conquer" - 2 challenges

1) MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
As our October dues will be due soon, you might notice that some of our fellow friends in Toastmasters will not renew                
their Toastmasters membership for various reasons. Please convince these members who want to leave our                       
organization, to maintain their membership and enjoy the benefits of this fantastic program. We assure you that             
everyone will be in for a good and enjoyable term.

2) DISTRICT WEBSITE AND DIRECTORY
The district team is working very hard to update the district website and the district directory. We are trying our best to               
complete the district directory and to further improve the website. We want these two resources to be useful for our             
members. You will see a good and complete job at the end of this month. The District 51 team will conquer these 2           
challenges

  
We would like to wish all of you an enjoyable and informative time reading this newsletter. The District Public Relations team 
will be overjoyed to receive feedback from all of you. We are here to learn from each other and continuously improve 
ourselves, in a happy environment. The courage to conquer!

Joseph Gomez, DTM
District 51 Governor

District Governor's Message
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District 51 proudly welcomes the following new clubs:

Club #   1211889  Chartered Date: 1st July 2008
Club Sponsors: Ganesh Sangaran & Ong Shiow Yee  
Club Mentors: Dr Wan Mohd Zin Wan Yunus & Nirmala Shanmugam 

Club #   1211904  Chartered Date: 1st July 2008
Club Sponsors: Khong Chooi Peng, DTM  
Club Mentors: Khong Chooi Peng, DTM  

Club # 1222700  Chartered Date: 13th August 2008 
Club Sponsors: Khalid Jamil Hashmi & Azizah Abu-Hassan  
Club Mentors: Kamala Devi Nair & Lee Kah Tor

Club #   1222775  Chartered Date: 18th August 2008
Club Sponsors: Sharon Tong & Azmi Shahrin, DTM  
Club Mentors: Francis Ng, DTM & Chong Huey Yee 

MELIA KL Toastmasters Club – Division P

HICT Toastmasters Club – Division C

Alam Toastmasters Club – Division A

AFC Toastmasters Club – Division W

Note: New club sponsor and mentor data is pulled from TI website as of 
Aug 25th 2008

 
 

Note from the editorial team
I would like to thank all of you for taking your time to read the first issue of Toastmasters 
International District 51 newsletter “Courage 51”. As the official publication of District 51, we 
hope to deliver quality articles to keep our members informed as well as to capture their 
aspiration as they strive to find their courage to conquer.

Yes! The courage to conquer is certainly strong in District 51. Since we are into the contests 
season, we feature an exclusive story about Loghandran K conquering feat in World 
Championship of Public Speaking and also 2 articles from past district champions in 
humorous and evaluation contests. All of them personify the theme “The Courage to 
Conquer” superbly. Loghandran did District 51 proud by becoming the first person to qualify 
for the final of World Championship of Public Speaking and he went all the way to become the 
first runner-up.  Michael Rajesh was relatively unknown in District 51 but he shot to fame as 
District 51 Humorous Speech Contest Champion 2007 in his first attempt. Shankar K well 
known for his humor, decided to find a new terrain to conquer. Armed with the courage to 
conquer, he bulldozed his way through to become District 51 Evaluation
Speech Contest Champion in 2006. 

On the club scene, we also share with you the success formula on how one club 
overcame the odds and emerged as a President's Distinguished Club for the first time. 

In this edition, you will read about the exclusive interview with international president 2007-
2008 Chris Ford, DTM who made a brief stop to our District during District 51 annual 
convention in Penang back in April 2008. We also introduce the district officers for this term 
and celebrate the success of last term achievers who collectively made our district proud by 
emerging as a President's Distinguished District and finishing sixth in the world out of 79 
competing districts.

Also read about the exciting things we have in store for you from the district public relations 
team – the upcoming district speaker bureau and the public relations contests.

As in the words of the late Sir Edmund Hillary when he became the first man to conquer 
Mount Everest “It's not the mountain that we conquer, but ourselves”. With that I wish all 
Toastmasters in District 51, happy conquering in your Toastmasters endeavors. 
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