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Goodbye 2007-2008, 

Hello 2008-2009    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Itôs that time of the year again. It 

seems that, with every new term, 

we are just a little too eager to 

embrace a new slogan, set new 

goals, organise new activities, 

attend club officer training... and 

yes, we get excited about 

organising installation dinners; 

fret over having to attend too 

many of such functions.  

 

While we are busy saying óhelloô 

and welcoming the new term, let 

us not forget to take time to 

reflect...  

 

ñWith every goodbye, you learnò. 

I chanced upon this picture on 

the left just before the end of the 

2007-2008 term and thought, 

ñWhat a timely reminder!ò. 

 

The old guards must have left us 

something we can learn from. 
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The term 2007-2008 represented 
a transitional period of growth for 
Premier Advanced, with the club 
having just emerged from its 
infancy stage (The club was 
chartered on 25 September, 
2006) 
 
There were good reasons why 
people didnôt feel like they had to 
drag themselves out of bed on 
many Saturday mornings to 
attend our club meetings. There 
were good reasons why our 
members were committed to 
presenting quality speeches, 
instead of rushing through to 
complete their assignments. 
 
Learn ï to give your best, whether 
it is about playing a role at club 
meetings, organising a Premier 
event, crafting, or delivering a 
project speech.  
 

Echoing the words of our 
President, ñCommit to be your 
besté and you shall be.ò 

 
 

 

August 27, 2008: A Premier Affair 

and a óNight To Rememberô 
It was a night of few speeches and much 
entertainment; a night of friendship and celebration. 
Premier members knew how to make an Installation 
Dinner an enjoyable event 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EXCO08-09 (LtoR): Loh Chuan Seng, Eu Choi San, Foong Pek 
San, Kiang Faang Pyng, Lee Shel Ling, Dr Caren Lee and 
Benjamin Loui. * Absent: Immediate Past President Lim Chong 
Beng                                                       é read more on page 3 

 

 -  Kiang Faang Pyng, DTM 

Go, Go, Go! 

Premier Stars Set to Shine at Area P3 Contests 

 

. 
 
 

 
Our Achievements last term: 
 
 ̧Presidentôs Distinguished Club 

 ̧Division P Humourous Speech    
      Contest Champion: Ben Loui 
 ̧Division P Evaluation Contest  

       1
st

 Runner-Up: Ben Loui 
 ̧Division P Evaluation Contest  

       1
st

 Runner-up: Chew Shel Ling 
 ̧District 51 Humourous Speech  

      Contest 2
nd

 Runner-Up: Ben Loui 
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Marcus Chee, ACB, and Chrristine Ngiam ACs, will be 

representing Premier Advanced Toastmasters Club to compete 

in the Area P3 Humourous Speech Contest and Evaluation 

Contest respectively. The contests will be held at the MCOBA 

Building on 12 October 2008 (Sun), @1300hrs. 

 

We wish them all the best. 

Premier members, do be there to show your support. 

   ¸
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PREMIER THEME  

2008-2009: 

 

ñCommit to be your besté  

and you shall beò 

By CHANCE he stumbled upon a Toastmasters meeting-in-progress at MIM KL 3 years ago... By CHOICE 
he took the chance to become a member, never mind it was because membership registration was óso 
cheapô. Today, the founder member of Premier Advanced Toastmasters Club, speaks with strong conviction 
about the benefits of the Toastmasters programme. As our current Club President, Ben is set to take 
Premier Advanced through a term of excellence. 

 
We have óarrivedô.  
 
Our club has not only grown in terms 
of size but also in terms of stature.  
 
Last term, we witnessed the sheer 
determination of our Vice President 
Education, Yim Ken Fei ACs, who led 
Premier Advanced to achieve its 
Presidentôs Distinguished Club status.  
 
Now that we have grown and the club 
situation is more stable, it is time for 
us to lay the foundation for the future 
direction for the club.  
 
When I agreed to be club president, I 
made two promises. First, I promised 
that I would not be a long-winded 
president Second, I promised that our 
meetings would end on time. I intend 
to keep to my promises and I trust I 
can count on your cooperation.  
 
After much deliberation with the 
EXCO we have decided on a very 
simple theme for the club. Having a 
theme is important. It is like having a 
vision statement for a company. The 
theme practically sums up what we 
try to achieve this term.  
 
 

 
Our theme is:  
 
COMMIT TO BE YOUR BESTé..AND 
YOU SHALL BE. 

 
óCommitmentô as a theme for our club 
is not only relevant, it is essential for 
our club. Most of our club members 
have been Toastmasters for many 
years. Perhaps we have, over the 
years, become complacent. As a 
result, our spirit may be there, but our 
commitment to do our best may not 
be.  
 

Whether we are playing a role, or 
delivering a speech, we should 
commit to do it to our best. This is 
what we ask of our members ï be 
committed to be your best. 
 
 

 

 

MESSAGE from our President 2008-2009,  

Benjamin Loui ACS 
 

  ¸¸

   ¸

   ̧

 
As the President, I am committed to 
this club and to its members. I am 
also confident that our present EXCO 
members are committed to serve you 
better.  
 
Whether or not we become 
Presidentôs Distinguished club again 
this term depends on your 
contribution as members. Dr. Caren 
CTM/CL, our Vice President Education,  
has mapped out how we intend to 
achieve this and we will be 
distributing the list to our members. 
We trust everyone will commit to the 
educational roles assigned to him/ 
her. We donôt intend to pressure our 
members, but we will do what we can 
to persuade and motivate them to 
achieve the goals. And, we are 
confident none of the members will 
disappoint us.  
 
Where do I see our club heading?  
 
The first thing we will try to do is to 
change the mindset of our members 
to think, ñThis is our clubò. Many of 
us do not see it that way. I would like 
to see the day when our members 
are proud of this club. Many of our 
members joined because of our guest 
speakers series. That should not be 
the case. We must genuinely believe 
that our club can become one of the 
leading clubs in the Klang Valley. 
Judging from the profile of the 
members we have, this is not an 
impossible dream.  
 
We would also like to see the day 
when members of our respective 
home clubs and of other toastmasters 
clubs will come to our club to do their 
advanced speech projects. That was 
one of the primary reasons for setting 
up the advance club - to provide an 
avenue for toastmasters in Kuala 
Lumpur to deliver their advanced 
speeches, which are usually more 
lengthy than those in the basic 
projects. 
 
To go from where  we  want to go, we  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
need a sense of direction and a 
sense of purpose. We also need 
the tools - and our tool is our 
meeting. We must then make a 
commitment to conduct our 
meetings to the best that we can 
and we can only do this if all our 
members commit to play their roles 
as best as they can. If all of us can 
do this, I am confident that we will 
reach our goals.  
 
Winston Churchill said, ñGive me 
the tools and I will finish the jobò. 
And I say to all of you, ñGive me 
your commitment to be the best that 
you can beé.and I am confident we 
will become one of the leading 
clubs in the country - a club all of us 
can be proud of.ò  
 
Your President, 

Benjamin Loui  ACS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   
Club President: Benjamin Loui, ACS 
Vice President Education: Dr Caren Lee, CTM/CL 
Vice President Membership: Chew Shel Ling, ACB/CL 

 
 

Vice President Public Relations: Kiang Faang Pyng, DTM 
Sergeant-at-Arms: Loh Chuan Seng, CTM/CL 
Secretary: Foong Pek San, CTM 
Treasurer: Eu Choi San, CC 

   
Committee Members:  
Bernard Louis, DTM  
Kaynis Chong, ACS 

Advisor: Lee Swee Seng, DTM 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

the Premier  

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2008-2009 
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Club Goals for Club Growth 
 

The EXCO has identified the following members who will help the Club 
achieve its PERFECT SCORE to become a Presidentôs Distinguished Club 

before the end of this term: 
 

2̧ CC: Swee Seng and Marcus Chee 
 ̧2 more CC: Ron Low and Bernard Louis 

 ̧1ACB, ACS or ACG: Marcus Chee (ACS) 
 ̧1 more ACB, ACS or ACG: Chrristine Ngiam (ACG) 

 ̧1 CL, ALB, ALS or DTM: Yim Ken Fei (ALS/ DTM) 
 ̧1more CL, ALB, ALS or DTM: Dr Caren (ALS) 

 ̧Min 4 club officers trained during each of the 2 COTs 
*Round One: Ben, Dr Caren, Pek San, Choi San & Chuan Seng 

 ̧One dues & renewal report; one club officer list submitted on time 
 

 
A̧dditional ACB: Ron Low 

 ̧Additional ACG: Yim Ken Fei 
 ̧Additional CL : Benjamin Loui  

 

 

Our Support for Premier Advanced,  Area 
P1, Division P and District 51 
 

óCommit to be your besté and you shall be.ô 
We, the Premier Advanced Club Officers, are committed 
to serve our members, Club, Area, Division, District 51 
and Toastmasters International.  
 
District 51ôs theme, óThe Courage to Conquerô, will 
serve as an encouragement to us, as we continue to 
promote the art of listening, thinking and speaking, 
under the banner of Toastmasters International. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Five of our Club Officers: Ben, Dr Caren, Pek San, Choi San and Chuan Seng, helped Premier Advanced score 
half a point in the Distinguished Club Programme. 
 
But that wasnôt really the point. 
 
Our Club Secretary writes about  his  experience at  Round One, Toastmasters Leadership Institute (ñTLIò) 
Training, on 19 July 2008, at the Faculty of Science,  Universiti Putra Malaysia. 

 
 
We understand the need to run a 
successful club. It takes time, 
patience and dedication. But how 
much would such virtues amount to if 
we are not equipped the right tools? 
How well can a club steer towards its 
Distinguished Club status, if its 
officers are not properly trained to 
carry out their roles and 
responsibilities? How can we 
achieve, in the words of our own 
President, ñall that we can beò, if we 
do not know how to? 
 
So thatôs really the point, about 
attending the TLI Training.  
 
Unfazed by the heat of an 
exceptionally hot and humid 
afternoon, the five of us who 
represented Premier Advanced: Club 
President, Benjamin Loui, ACs; Vice 
President Education Dr Caren Lee, 
CTM/CL; Treasurer Eu Choi San, CC; 
Sergeant-At-Arms, Loh Chuan Seng, 
CTM/CL and I, the Club Secretary, 
arrived at the Faculty of Science, 
UPM, with umbrellas of an open 
mind, and much optimism, ready to 
learn from the experienced 
facilitators. 
 
We were grateful that Division P 
Council had taken the initiative to 
organise Round One of TLI Training 
for all the clubs under its wings. Its 
objective was simple:  to provide 
incoming officers a clear  
understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities. 
 
We were pleasantly greeted by an 
entourage of friendly organisers who 
made us feel  very  at  home.  I was 
  
 
 
 

 

 

Thumbs Up to Premier Club Officers who attended 

TLI TRAINING - Round One 
 

 
encouraged by the enthusiasm of our 
District Governor, Joseph Gomez, 
DTM; Division P Governor, Professor 
Datoô Dr Wan Zin and all the Area P 
Governors, who were there to support 
the event. 
 
After a brief Opening Address by 
Professor Dato Dr Wan Zin, a plenary 
session soon took over, covering 
useful tips on how to run a successful 
club. Well, many of us seem to 
already know the principle of it all, but 
I dare say not everyone puts them 
into good use.   I found the session 
refreshing as I was gently reminded 
of how much more I could do, to 
contribute to the Toastmasters cause. 
 
Following the plenary session, we 
had the breakout sessions. Each of 
us was assigned to a group, 
according to our officer portfolio. I 
went to the Club Secretaries group.  
 
Apart from a brief rundown on the 
role and responsibilities of a Club 
Secretary, the group shared the 
various challenges we faced in 
fulfilling our responsibilities. We came 
to a conclusion ï that no problem is 
bigger than óPeople Problemô.  
Indeed, dealing with people is the 
hardest!   
 
I thought this open-sharing session 
worked well - it bonded the 
participants in a magical way. We 
emerged with a sense of calm 
maturity, of having not just learned, 
but experienced the power of sharing 
and mutual support.   
  
I am sure participants in other groups  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
would  have  benefitted much from 
their respective breakout sessions 
as well. 
 
The five of us are proud to have 
contributed half a point towards 
Premierôs goal for achieving 
Presidentôs Distinguished Club 
status. 
 
For me, it was a good feeling, 
knowing  that many of us went 
there with less (knowledge/ 
information) but came back with 
more.  
 

All geared with knowledge and 
renewed focus, I look forward to a 
successful year ahead, serving 
Premier Advanced Toastmasters 
Club as its Secretary, and working 
hand-in-hand with a committed 
EXCO who is determined to take 
Premier Advanced to greater 
heights. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Foong Pek San, CTM 
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TLI Training 
Round One 
19 July 2008 



 

A Premier Affair and  

óA Night To Rememberô 

  
 
That which was perfectly planned to the finest 
detail by man could only be disrupted by an act 
of God. And so it was that the torrential 
downpour on the evening of 27

th
 August 

exacerbated Kuala Lumpurôs already infamous 
traffic jams leading to Hotel Equatorial along  
Jalan Sultan Ismail, the venue for the Premier 
Advanced Toastmasters Clubôs Installation 
Dinner 2008. 
 
Fortunately, the rain failed to dampen the mood 
of the gay crowd filling 19 tables in the ballroom, 
whose spirits were buoyed by the abundance of 
red wine throughout the night. Beautifully-attired 
ladies and smartly-dressed gentlemen, ranging 
from whoôs who in the corporate and 
Toastmasters echelons to even a political figure, 
comprised the eveningôs crowd. 
 
Nothing less than an eight-course Chinese 
dinner, pleasant company and enjoyable 
entertainment (a live band and vocal and dance 
performances) under a softly-lighted canopy 
demonstrated what outstanding event-
organising skills could achieve. Kudos to the 
Organising Chair, Bernard Vincent Louis,  and 
his team! It was not surprising then that the 
ambience in the ballroom, stimulating all five 
senses, kept the digital camerasô clicking 
through the evening. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
In the words of the emcee of the evening: ñLest 
we forget why we are hereò, the night 
culminated in the official installation ceremony 
of Premier Advancedôs club officers for the 
2008/2009 term, presided by the Division P 
Governor, Professor Dr. Wan Md. Zin, a 
Premier Advanced member himself.  
 
Newly-installed president Benjamin Loui then 
delivered his Presidential Speech, an 
encouraging and inspiring piece,  punctuated 
with descriptive triads and infused with his 
trademark anecdotes.  
 
Thereafter, the result of the Best Dressed Lady 
award was announced (the prize was personally 
donated by Mr President and presented by Mrs 
President to Tracie Lee, the winner of the Best 
Dressed Lady award) and finally, it was curtains 
down. 
 
Heartiest appreciation goes to the Club 
President, whose support and sourcing of 
sponsorship funds made this installation dinner 
possible, hand-in-hand with the Organising 
Committee.  
 
Truly, it was a  Premier  affair living up to the 
eveningôs theme, óA Night to Rememberô. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

. 

- Chrristine Ngiam, ACS 

 

the Organising Committee 

  
Organising Chair:  Bernard  

Sponsorship :  Ben 
Creative Dir/Emcee:  Pyng 

Programme:  SuLing 
District Liason:  Ramdas  

Floor Manager: Chuan Seng 
Floor Manager: Devan 

Emcee: Swee Seng 
Registration: Chrristine 

Treasurer: Choi San 

¸¸¸¸¸

   ¸

   ̧

Installation Ceremony District Officersô support 

A splendid mix of colours and styles The young and the beautiful 


